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With the seventh season of television’s biggest show kicking off next week,
we thought we’d examine how some of today’s biggest singing stars would
fare during an American Idol round of 12 finalists. We picked 12 Idol stereo-
types and 12 singers to fit each one. We tried to stay as close to the show’s
age policy (16 to 28) as possible, but it was hard to find a wannabe rocker
under 30. Chris Daughtry was already on the show. 

We play out the finals with the contestants performing different songs each
week, based on the theme for that week. Special guest coaches will drop by
as well. One singer will be eliminated each week until there is only one left
standing. Technically, they’re already American idols, but only one can win
our competition.

Which of today’s pop stars would survive
in the world of Paula, Randy and Simon?
12 artists do battle in our competition
STORY BY TROY L. SMITH
troys@rochesterinsider.com
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JUSTIN TIMBERLAKE
AGE: 26
BEST KNOWN FOR: Being the biggest
pop star on the planet and bringing
sexy back.
IDOL STEREOTYPE: The good-looking
guy with slick dance moves and a
mean falsetto.
REMINDS US OF: Blake Lewis (Season
6); Ace Young (Season 5).

CHRISTINA AGUILERA
AGE: 27
BEST KNOWN FOR: Being the young
“Genie in a Bottle” teeny-bopper
turned successful pop diva with
longevity.
IDOL STEREOTYPE: The favorite to win
it all.
REMINDS US OF: Kelly Clarkson (Sea-
son 1); Katherine McPhee (Season 5).

ADAM LEVINE
AGE: 28
BEST KNOW FOR: Being the lead
singer of rock band Maroon 5.
IDOL STEREOTYPE: The loveable elder
statesman who makes soccer moms
and grandmothers go crazy.
REMINDS US OF: Taylor Hicks (Season
5); Phil Stacey (Season 6).

AMY WINEHOUSE
AGE: 24
BEST KNOWN FOR: Refusing to go to
rehab and then singing about it.
IDOL STEREOTYPE: The young woman
with a voice far beyond her years.
REMINDS US OF: Melinda Doolittle
(Season 6); Fantasia Barrino
(Season 3).

T-PAIN
AGE: 22
BEST KNOWN FOR: Singing R&B sex
songs with the help of a vocoder
(speech synthesizer).
IDOL STEREOTYPE: How the hell did
this guy make the show?
REMINDS US OF: Sanjaya Malakar 
(Season 6).

RIHANNA
AGE: 19
BEST KNOWN FOR: Scoring 2007’s
biggest hit, “Umbrella”.
IDOL STEREOTYPE: The young R&B/
pop singer with an innocent, winning
smile.
REMINDS OF US: Jordin Sparks (Sea-
son 6); Paris Bennett (Season 5).

JOHN MAYER
AGE: 30
BEST KNOWN FOR: Being a sensitive
singer-songwriter-turned-blues 
guitar hero. 
IDOL STEREOTYPE: This dude’s too
ugly to be the next American Idol.
REMINDS US OF: Elliott Yamin (Season
5); Chris Sligh (Season 6).

TAYLOR SWIFT
AGE: 18
BEST KNOWN FOR: Being hailed as the
next country megastar by fans and
critics.
IDOL STEREOTYPE: (1) The lone coun-
try singer. (2) The baby of the bunch.
REMINDS US OF: Carrie Underwood
(Season 4); Kellie Pickler (Season 5).

NE-YO
AGE: 28
BEST KNOWN FOR: Writing for some of
today’s biggest stars, including Rihan-
na and Beyoncé, and then becoming a
successful singer himself.
IDOL STEREOTYPE: The clean-cut, tal-
ented crooner who gets lost in a
crowd.
REMINDS US OF: Brandon Rogers (Sea-
son 6); LaToya London (Season 4).

BRITNEY SPEARS
AGE: 26
BEST KNOWN FOR: Going from teen
pop princess to whack job, seemingly
overnight.
IDOL STEREOTYPE: (1) The sympathetic
mommy. (2) The PYT whose looks are
much better than her voice.
REMINDS US OF: Antonella Barba 
(Season 6).

CHAD KROEGER
AGE: 33
BEST KNOWN FOR: Being the lead
singer of Nickelback.
IDOL STEREOTYPE: Wannabe edgy
rocker who’s better off singing at
weddings.
REMINDS US OF: Bo Bice (Season 4);
Chris Daughtry (Season 5).

ASHLEE SIMPSON
AGE: 23
BEST KNOWN FOR: Being Jessica’s
little sister and getting caught lip-
syncing on Saturday Night Live.
IDOL STEREOTYPE: The rocker chick
who’s not all that believable.
REMINDS US OF: Gina Glocksen (Sea-
son 6); Nikki McKibbin (Season 1). 

continued >>
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WEEK 1
The season kicks off with guest coach

Mariah Carey showing the contestants
what it takes to be a true diva. They
perform their favorite Mariah Carey
songs onstage.

HIGH POINT: Aguilera nails all the high
notes in “Vision of Love,” earning a
standing ovation and bringing Paula to
tears. “You’re beautiful,” says Paula.
“You truly are.”

LOW POINT: It’s a tossup. T-Pain gives a
weak performance of Carey’s “Always Be
My Baby” that’s almost too sexy for TV.
Kroeger attempts a grunged-out version
of “Hero” that sounds like your drunken
uncle doing karaoke, while Spears stum-
bles through “Fantasy.” 

“It was an utter mess,” Simon tells
Spears. “I mean, really. If that’s a fan-
tasy, you need a reality check.”

BOTTOM THREE: Spears, T-Pain,
Ne-Yo.

VOTED OFF: T-Pain. His
dreads are too much for the
soccer moms out there.
Spears lives to fight another
week.

WEEK 2
Oh yes, it’s ’80s night, and

Lionel Richie is the coach. The
contestants sing their favorite
songs of the decade.

HIGH POINT: Kroeger rips
through “Eye of the Tiger,” re-
deeming himself from last week
and allowing the “Dog Pound” to make
its first appearance. “We got a hot one
here tonight,” Randy remarks.

LOW POINTS: Levine’s cheesy attempt at
honoring Richie with “All Night Long”
doesn’t go over so well, but it’s solid gold
compared with Spears’ version of “End-
less Love.” 

“That song’s a duet,” says Simon. “I
don’t think anyone will want to sing it with
you now.”

BOTTOM THREE: Spears, Levine, Ne-Yo.

VOTED OFF: Ne-Yo. Once again Spears is
saved, as Ne-Yo’s low-energy performance
of “Beat It” is just too forgettable.

WEEK 3
The contestants sing songs written by

Grammy Award-winner, and this week’s
coach, Kenneth “Babyface” Edmonds.

HIGH POINTS: Rihanna shines with her
version of Toni Braxton’s “Breathe
Again,” while Timberlake gets the girls
screaming after his performance of
Bobby Brown’s “Every Little Step.” How-
ever, it’s Winehouse who steals the show
with an emotional rendition of Mary J.
Blige’s “Not Gon’ Cry.”

LOW POINTS: Spears once again stum-
bles, butchering Madonna’s “Take a
Bow,” but she might be spared once
again, thanks to Simpson’s dreadful
performance of Pink’s “Most Girls.” 

“It was a little pitchy,” says Randy.
Paula’s there to soften the blow — “You
know, I could tell you gave it your best,
and that’s all that matters.”

BOTTOM THREE: Spears, Simpson,
Winehouse

VOTED OFF: Spears. Winehouse
shockingly lands in the bottom
three, but Spears can’t be saved
this time.

WEEK 4
It’s country week, as Dolly

Parton stops by to help guide
the contestants through their

favorite country songs.

HIGH POINT: Aguilera brings the house
down with Shania Twain’s “You’re Still the
One.” 

“I’m speechless,” Paula says. 
Thank god. Aguilera is emerging as the

favorite, but her biggest competition may
be Swift, who comes through this week
with a standout performance of “How Do
I Live.”

LOW POINTS: Winehouse and Rihanna
both struggle outside of their comfort
zones, but it’s Simpson who sucks some-
thing awful. “That was dreadful,” says
Simon of Simpson’s performance of “Je-
sus, Take the Wheel,” adding, “If Jesus
did take the wheel, even he might drive
the car off of a bridge after hearing that.”

BOTTOM THREE: Winehouse, Rihanna,
Simpson

VOTED OFF: Winehouse. It’s the biggest
surprise thus far as Winehouse goes
home, leaving Simon shaking his head.

Photo provided

STORY BY TROY L. SMITH
troys@rochesterinsider.com
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WEEK 7
The Eagles’ Don Henley is playing coach

this week. Now the contestants must fight
over who will sing “Hotel California.”

HIGH POINTS: Kroeger wins, and the crowd
can’t get enough of his “Hotel California.”
Meanwhile, Swift nails “Desperado” and
ditto for Timberlake with “Best of My Love.”

LOW POINTS: For the first time Aguilera
struggles, giving a so-so performance of
“Witchy Woman,” and Simpson misses
again with “Tequila Sunrise.” However, Le-
vine has the worst night with a tired per-
formance of “Take It Easy.”

“You know, there’s a million guys like
you,” says Simon. “Get some drinks in them
and there out on the corner singing, dancing
and begging for change. I like them, but I
wouldn’t buy their records.”

BOTTOM THREE: Aguilera, Simpson, Levine.

VOTED OFF: Levine . Simon gets his wish.

WEEK 6
It’s one-hit wonder week, and the contes-

tants must sing songs by artists who most
people don’t remember anymore.

HIGH POINTS: Levine gives a strong show-
ing with K-Ci and JoJo’s “All My Life,”
though Simon disagrees. “I feel like I should
give you a tissue,” he says. “Is your nose
stuffed up?”

Aguilera and Swift stay strong, while
Kroeger is the standout of the night with
“We’re Not Gonna Take It.” 

“When I heard you were going to sing that
I was like. ‘I don’t know, dude,’ ” says Randy.
“But you know what? Dog, you rocked it
out!”

LOW POINTS: Rihanna struggles through
“It’s Raining Men,” and Simpson’s version of
Meredith Brooks’ “Bitch” has even Paula
confused. 

“You know,” says Paula. “I just don’t think
it was the right song for you.”

BOTTOM THREE: Rihanna, Simpson,
Levine

VOTED OFF: Rihanna .
With no umbrella
there to shield her,
“It’s Raining Men”
takes her
down.

WEEK 5
Hair-metal week is upon us, and Bret

Michaels is happy to coach the Idol con-
testants and promote the latest season
of VH1’s Rock of Love.

HIGH POINTS: Kroeger scores big with
his rendition of “Here I Go Again,” while
Swift continues to shine with a fantastic
performance of “Every Rose Has Its
Thorn.”

LOW POINT: Virtually unnoticed for most
of the competition, Mayer fails to im-
press Simon with a laid-back perform-
ance of Motley Crue’s “Home Sweet
Home.” 

“My advice would be if you want to
pursue a career in the music business,
don’t,” says Simon, using one of his old
lines. “That was just awful.”

BOTTOM THREE: Mayer, Simpson, 
Levine

VOTED OFF: Mayer . But Simpson’s clock
is ticking.

continued >>
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WEEK 8
Breaking up may be hard to do, but

this week we see how hard it is for the
contestants to perform their favorite
breakup songs. This weekÕs coach Ñ 
one of the saddest singers of all-time:
The CureÕs Robert Smith.

HIGH POINT: Simpson Þnally shows
some potential with a crowd-pleasing
rendition of Kelly ClarksonÕs ÒSince U
Been Gone,Ó leaving Simon speechless
and Randy singing her prai ses. ÒItÕs been
a while, but you back in the Dog Pound,
baby.Ó

(Rumors would later surface that
Simpson was lip-syncing the entire
competition. Her dad denied the
allegations.)

LOW POINT: Timberlake
shows his vocal limita-
tions singing Boyz II
MenÕs ÒEnd of the
Road.Ó

ÒThat was utterly hor-
riÞc,Ó says Simon. 

Timberlake responds,
ÒOh, Simon, cry me a
river.Ó

BOTTOM TWO: Simpson,
Timberlake

VOTED OFF: Simpson. Timberlake may
have been the worst on this night, but
SimpsonÕs star faded weeks ago.

WEEK 9
Ringo Starr coache s the co ntestants

through Beatles week.

HIGH POINTS: Aguilera and Swift come
out strong singing ÒHey, JudeÓ and
ÒStrawberry Fields Forever,Ó respectively.
But itÕs Kroeger who steals the show
with his version of ÒCome Together,Ó
which earns SimonÕs seal of approval: 

ÒThis is the Þrst time I could actually
see you winning this competition,Ó he
says.

LOW POINT: Timberlake may have
sealed his fate with a lackluster perform-
ance of John LennonÕs ÒImagine.Ó DonÕt
worry, though. PaulaÕs there for comfort. 

ÒI see a bright future for you,Ó she
says. Not sure if thatÕs sexual innuendo
or just words of encouragement.

VOTED OFF: Aguilera. In the shock of the
season, Aguilera goes home with a
Daughtry-like expression on her face.
Ryan Seacrest tries to console her, but it
just comes off as creepy.

WEEK 10
The judg es, producers and contestants

each pick a song.

KROEGER: “I’ll Be” (Edwin McCain); “I
Don’t Want To Miss A Thing” (Aero-
smith); “Superstition” (Stevie Wonder).
DonÕt count out the shaggy-haired singer
just yet. PaulaÕs choice for him to sing
the McCain ballad from DawsonÕs Creek
is a crowd favorite, and what his ÒDonÕt
Want to Miss a ThingÓ lacked in pitch, it
made up for in pop appeal. His choice of
ÒSuperstitionÓ was a bit bafßing,
prompting Simon, whoÕs never really
liked Kroeger to begin with, to say, ÒI
think on your ßight home, if they donÕt
have a movie and need someone to
entertain the passengers, you could be
the American Airlines Idol.Ó

SWIFT: “Faith” (George Michael);
“Breathe” (Faith Hill); “All I Wanna Do”
(Sheryl Crow). RandyÕs choice of Mi-
chaelÕs ÒFaithÓ 
surprises everyone. That is until Swift
knocks it out of the park. 

ÒThat was da bomb,Ó proclaims
Randy. 

Likewise, Paula and Simon love all
three performances. Simon calls Swift
the favorite, and when she sings out ÒAll
I wanna do is have some fun,Ó the studio
audience obliges. 

ÒWhen you sing, it touches my heart,Ó
says Paula. ÒLiterally, you could stick
your hand through my chest and touch
my heart.Ó Easy, Paula. Little kids watch
this show.

TIMBERLAKE: “How Deep Is Your Love”
(Bee Gees); “I Want It That Way”
(Backstreet Boys); “Rock with You”

(Michael Jackson). TimberlakeÕs
falsetto allows him to breeze through
ÒHow Deep Is Your Love.Ó However,
something just isnÕt right about his
version of ÒI Want It That Way,Ó and
by the time he gets to Michael
Jackson, the judges and crowd
have already given up on him. 

ÒYou should feel proud that
you made it this far,Ó says Si-
mon. ÒThere is a hotel lounge
out there calling your name.Ó

VOTED OFF: Timberlake.
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After all the special-guest spots and

the two Þnalists singing a new song that
no oneÕs going to like anyway, the new
American Idol is crowned. Swift was the
favorite going in to the Þnals, but could
she hold off KroegerÕs rough voice?

WINNER:Kroeger. No, Swift couldnÕt
hold him off. She may go on to win more
Grammys and receive the praise of
critics, but Kroeger has something she
doesnÕt: millions of adoring fans who
havenÕt yet realized that grunge is dead. 

Thus, Kroeger does what Bo Bice
couldnÕt Ñ beat out the country chick. !

Associated Press file photo 2007
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GO INSIDE
The latest season of American Idol
begins on Tuesday, Jan. 15. For

details, go to Page 6.
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